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Update on Third & Union
Safety Improvements

Imost en yeas ag MARA broudht to the

attention of San Raédis City Traffic Engneer
cettain saf¢y problems assodied with the Third and
Union interseton.

Since then, studies havevealed just how
dangerous that intesection is for both automobiles
and pedestrians Sane of theman isstes:

» Becauseof the short ldfturn lane ér eatbound
vehicles an Third preparing to meke aleft onto
Union (manyen routeto Whok Foods), the line of
vehicles ofen ba&s up begnd the threenda-hdf-
carleft-turn lane, blockingthe adjaent throudplane.
The line of véicles then witing to make deft turn
into the Whot Foods lot blocks through ftifec on
Union.

* Frequently drivers m&ing aleft onto westbound
Third as theyexit the Montecito Shopping Cemte
do nat stop for pedestianswho ae crossing with
the Walk light in their faor.

* The pelestrian Walk light to @ss Third is not set
to allow enoug time for pedstrians to gt all the
way across,especially when interrupted by vehicle
traffic makingturns acoss their path.

» The sidewaks dong Third ae too narow to
accommodate thelarge numbe of SRHS students
usng tham a lunchtime, o numbers of stuwents
walk out on the roadway, in thetraffic lanes.

The City Traffic Engneerdrewup plans to make
safdy changs to the intersgion, sidewalks, ligts,
and roads and dso requested that Montecito
Shopping Center make sme dhangesto its parking-
lot exits. The Citys portion of the bangs is very
expendve, and we were told that dthough these
safdy issues argeryred—there hae be@ many
acdadents at that intersgon, often involving
pedestrians—there was o maey in the budget to
make thesehangs at that time.

However, thegood news is tha Montecito
Shopping Centewas vey coopeative and ha
competed dl of the sdety changes the City
requested. Also, the Cityas finallyacamulated
enoudn moneyto make theamainingchangs
required.

The City Cowndl held a stuly sessibn onthis
subject in early 2007, and it looks as though later this
yeartheywill be willing to vote to gve the projet
the gp-ahad.

Oncethe trafic issues at this intersgéen have
been resdved, it is expected that Whde Foodswill
renav its application to build a 3,000-squdomt
kitchen as a adjunct to its store.

REMEMBER TO COME TO MARAS ANNUAL MEETING
Mid-May 2007
(location, date, and time T&8—likely to be at Aldesly « 326 Mission Avenue)
u Includinga PowePoint presentation féaring historic buildings in the Montecito eau
(and howthese struaires influene the dsign ofnew @nstruction here
u Elect new Boad membasu




Does It Have a
Permit?

I n the past, wheyou saw narby
construction, gu mayhave
wondeked if the ower hal the
appropiate pemits for the work.
And maybe you didn’t have the
time to go to CityHall to chek.
Now the aswer is a close as

your computer threedays.

Visit www.cityofsanrafael.org
and click on thePermits: Project
and Permit Status link. This
online public-acess pogram
allows anyne to seh for
building pemits, planning projects,
licenses, and contractors.

Under the new systam, thetime
for presaleinspections mape
reduced from the present two to
three weeks to &s little as two to

MARA encouages aea
residents to ctek the dove Web
site when thegee vorkers doing
major alteations. fit turns out
thereisn’t a pemit, you can ontact
either CityPlanning &t 485-3085)
or MARA (in cae ofthe mailing
address on the masthead ar
montecito.residents@gmail.com).

Current Montecito Area
Building Projects

he following projeds are a@ther before the Desgn
Review Bbard orunder onstruction:

555 Second Avenue
KFC-Taco Bell
- Opend Mard 2007 (updatkat prastime).

411 Mission Avenue

Architect: Leila Bijan

- Proposal for athreeunit residential asndominium
project.

This project would neovate the xsting caftsman-

style single-family residence a the front of thesite

and construca new, theestory structurecontaining

two additional units tohte rear ofthe site.

MARA members met with therehited when the
first desig did not blend with other homes in the
area, explained to her th20-20 Plan Guidelines, and
acquanted her vith the desigatedhistorical
buildings in the a@a. Because of this input, the final
desiq of the two dditional condos will be
complementarto the neigborhood.

The remodding of thehome at the front is nearly
complete.

115 Third Street

Owner: Marin RC Hobbies

- Request for penits for the leglization of an
exiging outdoor adio-@mntrolled (RC) model-aga
tradk to be used foproduct denonstration and for
the installation of a parking arawith fencing,
landscaing, and a viewingstand.

o L
522 Third Street

Owner: United Markets

- Request to build a new, twsiery mixed-usé
building consistingpf 3,425 squar feet of office
area on the gound floor &ad threecondominium
studio unis on the uppeidor.

This is on the lots adjacent to Eleph&harmacy

where two cottags wee razed to providedditional

parking ard space for this building.

15 Broadview

Owner: Andrea Lane

- Addition of 93 squaréed to the north corrreof
the basment, 478 squarked to the first floor, and
acompete second floor, of 778 guare feet.

Neighbors of this projed have requegedthe Desgn

Review Board to be avare of problems with drainage

and aretainingwal, as well as the need tosd a

scheduldor completion of the work.

35 Belle Avenue

Owners: Laura and Max Williams

- Arequest to build an addition to the redran
exiging sinde-family home consisting af93
squarefed of ground-foor spaceand 550 squar
fed of secondioor spae.

224 Belle Avenue

Owners: Phong Nguyen and Tuan Tiet

- Arequest b dvideasingle pacel into two lots;
the renoval of seveal small outbuildings in order
to build a singlefamily home.

(seeProjects, page 3)



(Projects, continued fom pa@ 2)

homes in our @a.

249 Jewell Street

also proposed.

The Peaceful Village

ithin the limits of the Montecito neigoorhood,
tucked avayon a quiet strégelies an entire
village—one that’s ben thee sincel921.

And althoudp therés no sign at the outskirts that
says “Population 102" it’s athriving community with
86 aparments surrounded Hyeautiful grdens.

Most of us go to Aldesly only once ayearwhen
it hosts MARA'’s annuameeting But daly, 85 staff
membaeas arive to cre for the residents who range in
ace from 78 to 101. Entertairecome in to iye
performances a hog singaongs, and theeis afull
scheduleof adivities—chous, art clases, and bee
bal and craguet, as vell as idge andhe BBs
(women who crotet hats and bikets for othes).

You mayeven ecoquize some of the villaays &
theytake apleasat walk to nedoy stores. Other
still drive to andfom social evets or use sclieled
buses to g to conces, churt, and otheputings.

Many of these Villagers” & 326 Misson are
MARA manbeaswho have refreshed us with thar
enthusiasm for wég, age asidewheneer they
volunteered their sevices.

We arefortunateto have sut a peaetul
community living within aur naghborhood's barders.

City Design Discussions

I n March and Apil, San Rafael is holding seies
of “Design Discussions” to talk about the Cgy
desiq-review proess and the glity of the dsign of

524 Mission Avenue (comer ofMission and fwin)

Owner: West Bay Builders

- Fifteen-townhomeproject.

This project is awiting an ewvironmental impact ort (ER) from the State,
but West BayBuilders expects to beg site work in April or May2007.
These units awdl designe and will blend in well with the Victoria

Owners: Michelle Kahn and David Glazier

- Request a panit to allow construction of a 61€guarefoot two-storyrea
additionto al66l-square-foat two-stay single-family residence and to
raise theexiging roofline by3’;, 316 squaredfet ofelevded rear deking

reent projets builtor appoved. MARA and othe
neighborhood groups have representaion & these
meeting as well, alongvith people fom the
Planning Commissionhe Design Reviev Board, the
City Council, the Redevelopment Commissidre t
Chanbe of Commerce, the Planning Department,
and local developers and architects.

Lo S

It's Almost Done!
SRHS Update

GRAND OPENING MAY 16, 2007

t's time to celebate the ompletion of the

restoréion of San RafdeHigh School. Ending of
$9 million was supplied via 8999 school bond
issue, with a furthe$24 million in bond funds to be
spent on classroomsésite improvements. The
only urfinished part of the project is the cafeteria
area, which must wait until the current school term is
over in arder not to disrupt sevices.

Principal didith Coton has scheduleMay 16,
2007, to showcage new look othe San Rafl
High School. The public is invited to see the kvor
that has beedone, as @ll as to view aVvall of
Honor listing majorcontributors, alumni, and staf
with asection that portrays the history of thesdool.

Visitors will see totallyrenovaed aeas, intuding
the music and samee building, the artdcility, and

(seeSRHS, pag 4)



(SRHS, continued fom pag 3)
thegymnasiums and swimming pool. Bleachers will
feaure syithetic mataal in the school colors,a a
coveed wdkway connets the school and theymp.
The PTA donated $10,000 to hre a consutant to
design a masteplan for thesite so that all future
landsc@ing and lightingwill be pradically and
thematically unified. Thiswill help Dawg Pride Days
planners organize work within established guidelines.
At presat there is aush to complete the thiea,
which needed considerably more work than originally
planned. Among@ther thing, the exterior walls had
to be fireproofed and an devator for disabled access
provided. N& drgpes and dire curtain wee oderel
and installed, and @ew tetinical contol area for
lighting and sound equipmentdh¢o be desiged and

How We Rate

his past gar MARA members gt involved,
either diretly or via the Bard, ad had a sa. . .

3¢ about third units

3¢ about the Thirdad Union intersetion

3 in the Desig/Planning Committe

3 asrepresertativesat Federation meeings

3¢ by e-maling our members

3 by beautifyng thelrwin Street Tiande and the
Jevell Street Triange

% by participding in the SMART forum

3¢ by joining the MasureS oversifjt committee

3¢ by training themsdves in emergency preparedness

3 attendingseminars

3¢ exploring sites for aeighborhood pdc

How doyou rate? What would pu like to do for
your neighborhood this year? To COMMENT or be
involved, pleaseavrite or email MARA. (i

installed. Funds fonew satingwere rased bythe
theaterbooster club. SRHS drama students ar
looking forward to gaging mgor produdionsin this
state-ofthe-at venuein the neafuture.

Unfortunately, unforeseen cods such as those
mentioned exhausted funds that would hgwee
toward may of the items the neligporhood
requested.

The paking lot was not expanded, and dnige
continue to pdcillegdly in the unpaved sidealks
along the Mission perimeter of the hool— although
a SafeRoutes to Schools gramaypayfor paving
some of the sidealk aea. Additional landscapinga
new lestroom adjaent to the bledeers, ad a coveed
walkway from the p&king area to the bleehess were
also diminated from the original proposal.

Join or Renew Now!

nnual membeships epired Deembe 31. To
becomea newMARA member oreneav your
exiging membeship, just send usoyr name
address, tdephone numbe (along with your e-mail
address f you wish), and a check payable to
“Montedto AreaResidents’ Association’/a MARA,
P.O. Box 150266, & Rafal, CA 94915-0266.
Membership is $10 pgrerson $5 for saiors).
MARA wecomes ot only residents but dso
retdl, commerci& and other aganizations in our
neighborhood as wk
Attend the anndaneetingin mid-Mayand yu
can paticipate in the kection of oficers, voice pur
concerns, and offer your support and ideas. Also
e-mail us & montecito.residents@gmail.com or
mara@cwnet.com Or Visit us onlne at
http://users.cwnet.com/ourfence/.

Montecito Area Residents’ Association
P.O.Box 150266
San Rafael, CA 94915-0266

SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION , , , JOIN NOW!




