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FAITHFUL NAVIGATORS MESSAGE

Dear Sir Knights:

Lent is upon us beginning on Ash Wednesday. In an
unusual way, | rather appreciate it when Catholics
proudly wear their ash on their foreheads. It is almost
like Football fans donning face paint with the colors of
their favorite team as they run about on any given
Autumn Sunday. Many Catholics do this despite the
Gospel on Ash Wednesday stating to be humble and not
making a major deal in one’s spiritual efforts with Lent.
Personally, instead of focusing on this spectacle and
contemplating how Catholics may not be practicing
correctly, | would rather celebrate the fact that C& E
Catholics (Catholics who you only see at church on
Christmas and Easter), or maybe even C & E + PAFOW
Catholics (Christmas, Easter, Palm Sunday, Ash
Wednesday, Funerals, Occasional Ordinary Time, and

Wedding Catholics) start coming back to our Faith this
time of year to prepare for Easter.

This is a time when we see adults joining our Faith,
others more returning to our Faith, and for many, a
time of preparation for Confirmation. With this amazing
collision of joy and sacrifice, we as Knights need to
remember our oaths to our Church and our Faith and
join in the harmony of giving to the poor, servicing our
Parish missionary duties, and pray for salvation during
these challenging times. The spirit of Fasting that is
taught to us is now becoming an actual reality by
circumstance with not just the news of gloom and
anxiety in our economy and the times we live it. For
many Knights out there, the reality of losing a job, a
home, or a life’s worth of personal assets has become
the actual sacrifice. For this reality, it is more important
to make sacrifices toward Charity.

Some of you may have heard of my experience with a
confession that resulted in my having to fast for 2 days
on nothing but bread and water. That same priest
compelled a brother Knight to do 2 acts of charity
before sundown, and also compelled a parishioner from
my church to provide a winter sleeping bag to a
homeless person. | envy those who were compelled to
give comfort to those in need as their sacrifice. In
committing personal sacrifice, the result was a salvation
for those who sacrificed and for those who were the
object of help received. Moreover, imagine the
possibilities if we continue to give as a sacrifice rather
than giving something up. In doing this, St. Francis
reminded us that “in giving of ourselves that we receive,
and in dying that we are born to eternal life.”


http://www.useers.cwnet.com/manogue
mailto:Manogue@cwnet.com

Manogue Helmsman March 2009

FAITHFUL FRIARS MESSAGE

Taking Control of Lives with the Lord and with
Mary

Victims of life? Or masters of our lives? Passively
being devastated by each crisis? Or actively finding
the solutions to our problems? These are the
questions that confront us throughout our lives.
These are also the questions that Mary answered
by taking control of her life.

Look at her situation in life. She was a young girl,
probably a teenager of high school age, who was
told that she was chosen to be the mother of the
Lord. Now that all sounded wonderful, and
beautiful and lofty. But then the angel Gabriel left.
And her life went rapidly downhill.

First she had to convince her parents that she did
nothing wrong, even though she was pregnant.
Then she had deal with her intended husband,
Joseph. He was the one who was particularly
devastated. He had made plans to send her away.
It took divine intervention to stop him. Mary had to
put up with the wagging tongues of her neighbors
who did the math and knew she was pregnant
before she was living with Joseph.

Then there was that wonderful trip to Bethlehem
at the end of the pregnancy when she couldn’t even
find a place to deliver the baby. Our nativity scenes
are pretty, but barns are stinky. Most women want
their mothers with them when they go into labor.
Mary’s mother, St. Anne, was not there. In fact,
Mary wouldn’t see her mother again for years after
she and Joseph left Galilee. Remember, they had
to flee to Egypt. The strange visit of the shepherds
on Christmas night was followed by the even
stranger words of the old man Simeon in the
Temple. Like the shepherds, he made a fuss over
the baby, but then told Mary that she would suffer
because of the child.

The magi came, another strange occurrence. This
was followed by Joseph waking her up in the
middle of the night and saying that they had to go

to Egypt. She had to live in a foreign land with no
friends or family around.

When eventually they did return to Palestine, Mary
and Joseph tried to establish a normal Jewish life,
but nothing was to be normal with this child. Even a
visit to the Temple resulted in the child being lost.
When Jesus’ public life began, Mary was present
putting up with people who did not understanding
her son, and even opposed him to death. She had
to wonder why Jesus chose such strange
individuals to be his disciples. Her grief at the
passion and death of the Lord are beyond our
comprehension. This was Mary’s life. Not exactly
a lot of fun.

Crisis after crisis hit her. How did she react? Was
she a victim, devastated by the latest negativity?
Not at all. Scripture is quite clear that Mary took
control of her life. Once pregnant, she had only one
goal, to care for that child and to present to the
world, her son, and our Savior.

Mary’s life is an example to us to take control of
our lives. Many people give up on themselves.
“This is too hard. | just can’t do it. I'm not smart
enough. I’'m not handsome enough. I’'m not pretty
enough.” But there are others who take an
aggressive approach to life. “l will get this. | will
get smarter. | will use my talents and develop new
ones. | will take control of my life.”

Mary took control of her life. But why? She took
control of her life because she needed to present
the Lord to the world. And that is why you and |
have to take control of our lives. We also need to
present the Lord to the world.

Don’t give up. Don’t ever give up. Do not become
a victim of circumstances or crises. Take control.
Master life. Present Jesus to the world.

We cannot just sit by when crisis hit. We need to
go into action. We have a mission in life. That
mission is to make Jesus a reality to the world. We
do not have the right to give up on ourselves.

During Christmas time we all stop to look at
nativity scenes or at paintings and statues of Mary
holding the baby Jesus. She is holding the child up
for him to bless the world, to bless us. Her resolve
to fulfil God’s plan for her and for all people
resulted in our Savior becoming one of us. Mary is
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the only person in scripture to be present in every
aspect of Jesus'’s life--from his birth to his death.
She is always there, saying to us: Look here is your
Savior, my son. She was never a passive victim,
but an active participant in God’s plan. She took
control.

Just as Mary was resolved to make God present
in the world through her faith and obedience, we
are called to make God present to the world. Even
though the beginning of the Church year is the first
Sunday of Advent, and even though we
concentrate during Lent on those areas of our lives
that need spiritual refining, it is still proper for us to
consider New Year's resolutions regarding our
faith. In view of today’s celebration of the way that
Mary grasped being the mother of God, it is proper
for each of us to consider: "Where is it that | give
up? When it is that the negative forces of the world
take control of me. Am | easily devastated? Or do
| assert the strength, the power of God that | have
been given at my baptism? Do | master the life that
God gave me?

| can change. | will change. | will present Jesus,
the Lord, to the world. | will hold up to the world my
unique manifestation of God’s love. | can do it.
There is no crisis, no situation in life that will
prevent me from caring for the Divine Presence |
have been gifted with. | have the power. | have the
strength. | have the Lord.

May Mary, the Mother of God, give us the courage
to hold her Son.

Color Corps

Now that the 2009 Confirmation season has
arrived it is time once again to obtain permission
from the parish pastors within our assembly
coverage areas. In obtaining permission, please
ask the pastors both for permission for the Color
Corps to be present and if the Color Corps can
use swords inside the church. This is always a
courtesy to assure the pastor of our presence and
the fact the Color Corps members will use their
swords safely and accurately. Since this is the
first Confirmation season with Bishop Soto as the
leader of the Sacramento Diocese it is important
to let him know the Knights are very much in

support of him as his honor guards as he makes
his way throughout the diocese in visitations to
all of the parishes.

As for the assembly having a drill team for the
4th degree competition in April, I had one Sir
Knight only approach me who was interested in
being involved; therefore, I will no longer pursue
the opportunity to present an assembly Color
Corps drill team. I will now become a member of
Christ the King's drill team and will practice with
them on a weekly basis. I invite any Color Corps
member to join us for drill team practice to help
enhance both marching and sword skills for
confirmations and upcoming parades in late
Spring.

Any questions, please contact me either via email
(mlangerli4@hotmail.com) or by telephone (916-
834-0914). Take care...

Michael Langer
Color Corps Commander

2009 Confirmation Schedule

March

Sat. 21% 10:00 am Our Lady of Assumption Carmichael  Bishop Soto
Sat. 21% 10:00 am St John Evangelist Carmichael Bishop Madera
Wed. 25" 6:30 pm Presentation BVM Sacramento Bishop Madera

Sun. 29" 1:00 pm Sacred Heart Sacramento Bishop Weigand

Tue. 31" 7:00 pm Holy Rosary Woodland  Bishop Weigand
at The Cathedral

April

Fri.3 7:00 pm StlJames Davis Bishop Weigand

Thu. 16" 7:00 pm St Marys Sacramento Bishop Weigand
Fri. 17" 7:00 pm Immaculate Conception Sacramento Bishop Madera
Sun. 19" 2:00 pm St. Anthony Winters Bishop Soto

Mon. 20" 7:00 pm All Hallows & St Peters Sacramento
(Spanish )

Bishop Soto

Wed. 22™ 6:30 pm Holy Cross West Sacramento  Bishop Madera

Wed. 22™ 7:00 pm All Hallows & St. Peters Sacramento Bishop Soto
English

Thu. 23 6:30 pm St. Elizabeth Sacramento Bishop Madera
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Fri. 24™ 7:00 pm St John Vianney
Bilingual

Rancho Cordova Bishop Soto

Sat. 25" 5:30 pm  St. Ignatius Loyola Sacramento Bishop Madera

sun 26" 3:00 pm  StlJoseph Clarksburg Bishop Weigaand
May

Fri. 8" 7:00 pm St Charles Borromeo  Sacramento  Bishop Madera
English

Sat. 9" 10:00 am St Charles Borromeo  Sacramento Bishop Madera
Spanish

Wed. 13" 7:00 pm St. Philomene Sacramento Bishop Soto
Fri. 15" 7:00 pm St. Paul Sacramento  Bishop Madera
Thu. 21" 7:00 pm St Rose Sacramento  Bishop Madera

Fri.22™  7:00 pm Our Lady of Grace West Sacramento Bishop Madera

Wed.27" 7:00 pm St. Anne Sacramento Bishop Madera
English
Thu. 28" 7:00 pm St Anne Sacramento  Bishop Madera
Spanish
Sat. 30" 10:00 am Our Lady of Guadalupe Sacramento  Bishop Madera

Sat. 30" 5:00 pm The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament

Sacramento
Confirmation for Adults

Bishop Soto

Sun. 31" 11:00 am The Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament

Sacramento Bishop Soto

Upcoming Events
March 23, 2009 RBM (T) 7:30pm 953 Hall

April 6, 2009 Officers Meeting 7:30 PM
SK Mark Montemayor

April 25, 2009 4th Degree Exemplification (S)
Double Tree-Sacramento

10:00am Registration SK Dale Edwards (F Comp)
Noon Exemplification SK John Condon (Hospitality)
(Tuxedos for members/candidates)

April 27, 2009 RBM (T) 7:30pm 953 Hall

RBM — Regular Business Meeting — On dates where
there is a RBM and another event such as the FN
Dinner, Right to Life Mass, etc., the meeting will be
abbreviated. Officers may be requested to show up
early for a quick "pay the bills" meeting.

FN — Faithful Navigator
(S) — The Ladies are invited.
(T) = Tuxedo for Officers

Assembly Officers 2008-2009

Faithful Navigator ----- SK Mark Montemayor 371-6177

Faithful Friar-Rev . Fr . Mi chael-0545" Hal |
Faithful Captain---- SK John Condon 483-1732
Faithful Pilot-------- SK Larry Rositani 486-4377
Faithful Admiral--- SK John Cox 371-3669
Faithful Comptroller-SK Dale Edwards 359-2412
Faithful Scribe--------- SK Gary Hansen 641-6149
Faithful Purser-------- SK J.C. Greco 769-6414
Faithful Inner Sentinel SK Terry Corcoran 369-0217
Faithful Outer Sentinel SK Robert Reavis 363-3015

Three Year Trustee SK Pedro Venegas ,PFN 374-8424
Two Year Trustee  SK Frank Donagher,PFN 361-7032

One Year Trustee  SK Glen Williams, PFN  361-5161

Faithful Advocate SK Joe Galipeau 638-1316

Color Corps Commander SK Michael Langer 348-3343

Committee Directors 2008-2009

SK Glen Williams, PFN Chalice

SK Dick Cutting, PFN Church & Flags

SK Floyd Wells, PFN Historical Photographer

SK John Cox, PFN Membership
SK John Condon Hospitality
SK Robert Reavis Sick/Welfare
SK Joe Galipeau VAVS

SK Gary Hansen Helmsman Editor

oran
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ATTENTION ALL SIR KNIGHTS!

Arden Carmichael Council 4970 will
proudly host the March 215" 2009
Superior Northern California Chapter
meeting. All 3 *° and 4" Degree
Brother Knights and their wives are
invited to 5 " meeting of the year, to
be held at Saint John the Evangelist
Parish Tralee Center in Carmichael,
CA

Saint John the Eva ngelist Parish is
located on 5751 Locust Avenue,
Carmichael, CA

1:00 pm: General Business Meeting [Tralee
Center]

The normal Chapter meeting Breakfast fare with coffee will be
available before and during the pre-meetings at 11. Lunch will be a
choice of 1of 3 options of Cold deli sandwiches: (Ham Turkey or Roast
beef) sandwich construction & condiments are self-serve, Hot
Vegetable soup, deli vegetable tray with dip, potato chips, beverage &
dessert. Dinner will be Ham, Au Gratin Potatoes, salad, vegetables,
roll, beverage and desert. There will be a Bar for dinner attendees
available just before and during dinner. Lunch $10.00, Dinner $15.00.

The formal lady’ program requires RSVP prior to meeting. It will be
facilitated By Kim Schultz the wife of GK Richard Schultz of the host
council 4970. It is a tour of the Leland Stanford Mansion in downtown

Sacramento, the old California Governor's Mansion. RSVP for
program and meals to: Ken MacDonald:
kenmacdonald86@yahoo.com ; 916*631*0774 or Gene Gobbo:
916*283*5223 and or Richard & Kim Schultz: 916*965*5306.

LOCATION OF ST. ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISH:

TAKE: Madison Ave off ramp on Interstate 80 (Exit 96). From
Sacramento make a right onto Madison from the ramp, or from Auburn
make a left onto Madison from the ramp. Go about 1 %2 miles to
Manzanita Ave. Make a right on Manzanita. Go about another 1 ¥4
miles to Locust Ave. Make a right (SMUD substation at the corner of
Manzanita and Locust). The church and parish facilities will be on the
right less than a block on Locust. Pull into the parking lot. The
breezeway on the left as you face the school will be the access to the
Tralee Center where the meetings will take place and lunch and
dinners tickets will be available) Tralee center is located in the back of
the

Editorial:

New e-mail for SK Dick Cutting PFN cuttg@att.net

Remember to support the new member candidates
by calling them before every event and let them get
the feeling they are appreciated and avaluable part
of the Assembly.

Pray for the Men and Woman
protecting our rights by serving in the
Military, those in law enforcement,
and for all of the firefighters that risk
their lives everyday.

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J.

McGivney

God, our Father, protector of
the poor and defender of the
widow and orphan, you called
your priest, Father Michael J.
McGivney, to be an apostle of
Christian family life and to
lead the young to the
generous service of their
neighbor. Through the
example of his life and virtue
may we follow your Son, Jesus
Christ, more closely, fulfilling
his commandment of charity and building up his Body
which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant
prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we
may continue his work of caring for the needy and the
outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your servant
Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the
design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant
the favor | now present (here make your request).
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. Our Father, Hail Mary,
Glory be

RS
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